Mendocino Agricultural Families Scholarship Fund

The Story of the Mendocino
Agricultural Families
Scholarship Fund

The Mendocino Agricultural Families Scholarship Fund (MAFSF) is a program designed to

help the children of Mendocino County’s agriculturally-employed families. The scholarship is aimed
at helping students achieve the dream of higher education and their goals that might otherwise be
unachievable.

The scholarship was initially conceived by Marty Lombardi of the Savings Bank of
Mendocino County, and Paul Dolan, then President of Fetzer Vineyards. They went to the
Mendocino Winegrowers Alliance (MWA) Board to discuss the issue in late fall of 2000. The MWA
had considered fundraising for educational efforts for several years prior to this and were setting up
a foundation to facilitate the process. The timing of Paul and Marty couldn’t have been better; the
two catalyzed the energy that had been building to create a scholarship fund, so the MWA board
unanimously approved entering into a partnership with the Savings Bank and the Community
Foundation of Mendocino County for this purpose. The fund received its first contribution July 13,
2001 and the first two multi-year scholarships were awarded by the Community Foundation in 2002.

The Mendocino Winegrowers Foundation (MWTF) was incorporated in September of 2002.
According to Founding Member and president of the MWF, “Susanne Norgard of the Community
Foundation on Mendocino County was instrumental in guiding us through the process of
establishing our Foundation. Her expertise and help was absolutely indispensable.” The MWTF is
dedicated to providing scholarships for the children on agricultural families in Mendocino County.
The MWTF and the Community Foundation of Mendocino have been consistent and reliable
partners supporting the Mendocino Agricultural Families Scholarship Fund (MAFSF) since the
fund’s inception.

In 2007, the Mendocino Winegrowers Alliance (MWA) voted in favor of the creation of the
Mendocino Winegrape and Wine Commission (MWWC). The new MWC replaced the MWA, which
was then dissolved. The state sanctioned MWWC mandated the participation of winegrape growers
and wineries in the county. Although the MWW(C had its share of successes, it also had a number of
problems that eventually led to its dissolution in 2012. It was immediately replaced with the
voluntary trade organization Mendocino Winegrowers Incorporated (MWI). The MWTI is supportive
of the MAFSF and is working with the MWT and the Community Foundation to develop the fund
to its potential.

Since the inception of the program, the basic fundraising mechanism has been soliciting
voluntary donations from farmers and wineries in Mendocino County. Of course, the most notable
exception to this rule has been the Savings Bank of Mendocino County, which early on made several
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significant donations to the fund. Although there have been other sizable donations from generous
people or businesses associated with the agricultural industry in Mendocino County, the majority of
the funding has been from farmers and wineries. Donations of any size are accepted. Since 2000,
severe price depressions have hammered agriculture in Mendocino County. From the crop to the
bottle, farmers and wineries have had to steadily lower their prices for several years. Even so, the
Mendocino Agricultural Families Scholarship Fund has thrived. As of February 2014, over $176,000
in scholarships have been awarded to twenty-eight students. The scholarship recipients have gone
on to putrsue important cateers such as family and marriage counseling, criminal justice/probation
officer, nursing, teaching and social work.

The Agricultural Families of Mendocino are all too familiar with the challenges of farming,
ranching, and raising a family. They understand the challenges of turnover and changes at
supporting organizations, and the unreliable pressures of the economics of agriculture. However, the
sound endowment at the Community Foundation of Mendocino County will survive these external
fluctuations and continue to be a source of great pride and benefit for our agricultural families and
community in perpetuity.
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